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Introduce Yourselfé.



3

Whova App

ÅAccess resources

ÅUp-to-date 

schedule

ÅPost photos

ÅRate sessions
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Todayôs Agenda

Å10 min. Overview of Diverse Learners 

Å20 min. Diverse Learner Profiles ïBeginning the 

Conversationé

Å15 min. Strategies for Equitable Access to Learning 

Å5 min. Reflections and Next Step ïOne Small Thing 
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Why Is It Important to Address the Needs of
Diverse Learners?

Students in our classrooms are more diverse across many categories, 

including linguistics, culture, geography and socioeconomics.

In a classroom of 24 students today, between 10 and 12 students (40-50%) are 

living in poverty, have a disability or learning difference, are English 

learners, are gifted or talented, are experiencing challenges at home or in 

their communities that result in trauma, or some combination of the above 

and each of whom research shows needs differentiated approaches to 

learning. 

The Growing Diversity in Todayôs Classroom 

www.global.digitalpromise.org

http://www.global.digitalpromise.org/
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Who Are Diverse Learners?

Diverse learners include children and students of 

all abilities from racially, ethnically, culturally, and 

linguistically diverse communities and 

backgrounds. 
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Types of Diversity

ÅGender

ÅEthnicity

ÅLinguistic

ÅAcademic Ability/Disability

(Gifted, LD, etc.)

ÅPhysical Ability/Disability

ÅSexual Orientation

ÅSocioeconomic

ÅReligion 

ÅCulture 

ÅPersonal Backgrounds and 

Experiences
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How Do We Reach 
Diverse Learners?

ÅRecognize diversity by identifying types of diversity and 

distinguishing degrees of variance within each type.

ÅAccommodate diversity by creating a classroom 

environment that allows every student to achieve his or her 

personal best within the realm of each personôs individualism.

ÅValue diversity by moving from tolerance to acceptance, 

modeling and fostering accepting attitudes in the classroom, 

and embracing diversity as an integral component to our society 

as a whole. 
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What is Purpose of 
the Diverse Learner Team?

The diverse learning team is a divergence of 

disciplines coming together to build awareness, 

provide support, and establish a coherent 

framework to better serve diverse learners. 
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Diverse Learner Team

Dr. Cindy Koss, Deputy Superintendent Student Learning & 
Achievement Cindy.Koss@sde.ok.gov

Lori Chesnut, Program Specialist

Lori.Chesnut@sde.ok.gov

Robbyn Glinsmann, Director Gifted and Talented Education
Robbyn.Glinsmann@sde.ok.gov

mailto:marissa.lightsey@sde.ok.gov
mailto:Lori.Chesnut@sde.ok.gov
mailto:Robbyn.Glinsmann@sde.ok.gov
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Diverse Learner Team

Yuseli Freire, English Language Proficiency & Monitoring Specialist
Yuseli.Freire@sde.ok.gov

Julian Guerrero, Jr., Executive Director American Indian Education
Julian.Guerrero@sde.ok.gov

Jennifer McKay, Senior Director Early Childhood Education

Jennifer.McKay@sde.ok.gov

mailto:Yuseli.Freire@sde.ok.gov
mailto:marissa.lightsey@sde.ok.gov
mailto:Jennifer.McKay@sde.ok.gov
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Equity Self-Assessment

1. Accepts and values students from diverse cultures & 

linguistic backgrounds & ability groups and treat all students 

equitably.

2. Recognizesstudentsô learning styles and cultural & linguistic 

diversity and provides for a range of learning activities.

3. Employs techniques useful in creating climate of 

openness, mutual respect, support & inquiry. 

4. Recognizes the cultural, linguistic, and experiential 

diversity of students.

shorturl.at/gmIKZ
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Equity Self-Assessment

5. Provides teaching techniques & strategies to effectively 

instruct all students.

6. Values the importance of family & family structure to the 

individual learner. 

7. Provides learning situations which will encourage the 

student to practice skills and gain knowledge needed in a 

diverse society.

8. Promotes student responsibility, appropriate social 

behavior, integrity, valuing of diversity & honesty through 

learning activities.

shorturl.at/gmIKZ
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Think and Feel

What really 
matters to them?

See

What do they see in 
their environment?

What do they see in 
their future? 

Gain

What does 
success look like? 

Pain

What obstacles 
are they facing?

Hear

What do they hear in 
their environment?

What do influencers say 
that impacts their 

thinking? 

Diverse Learner Profile: Think of a Student in Your Classroom/School
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Diverse Learners
We invite you to join a group where you can 

challenge yourself to learn more. 

We suggest a minimum of 5 per group!

ÅAmerican Indian Students

ÅEarly Childhood Students

ÅEnglish Learners

ÅGifted and Talented Students

ÅStudents With Disabilities
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Diverse Learners
Each group will discuss one diverse learner profile and 

consider learner characteristics and needs and potential 

opportunities for student supports.

ÅWhat really matters to the students?

ÅWhat do the students see/hear in their environment? 

ÅWhat do they see in their future? 

ÅWhat do influencers say that impacts their thinking? 

ÅWhat does success look like for these students? 

ÅReflect ïWhat new ideas have you learned? What do you see 

as your next steps? 
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Diverse Learner Student Profile Example
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Diverse Learners
Each group will discuss one diverse learner profile and 

consider learner characteristics and needs and potential 

opportunities for student supports.

ÅWhat really matters to the students?

ÅWhat do the students see/hear in their environment? 

ÅWhat do they see in their future? 

ÅWhat do influencers say that impacts their thinking? 

ÅWhat does success look like for these students? 

ÅReflect ïWhat new ideas have you learned? What do you see 

as your next steps? 
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Diverse Learner Briefs


